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Videofluoroscopy of Swallow (VFS) Level 4: statement of function for Speech and Language Therapists

It is expected that staff undertaking this function will be Band 8 and above and will have been identified as Lead SLT for VFS on site. As a minimum, the Level 4 VFS SLT will be recognised as an extended scope practitioner as described below. Additional strategic functions are also described, some or all of which will be devolved to individuals at this level.
	Function
	Method of acquisition
	Evidence of achievement
	Date completed.

Signed off by.

	Undertakes extended scope practitioner role in the VFS Clinic
	Undertakes appropriate IR(ME)R training


	· Undertakes Operator and Practitioner roles as defined by IR(ME)R

· May additionally undertake IR(ME)R Referrer role where this has been locally negotiated and documented.
	

	Responsible for monitoring the local VFS training programme for practitioners Levels 1 and 2 and maintaining the skills set in practitioners Levels 1-3
	
	· Leads 6-monthly peer review and inter-rater reliability session

· Analyses local training programme progress as determined by activity report.
	

	Functions at advanced practitioner level in relation to VFS clinical and service provision
	
	· Undertakes teaching in relation to Dysphagia and VFS
· At local level for VFS training

· On undergraduate and postgraduate courses as required

· May hold RCSLT advisor status

· Provides specialist second opinions on request
	

	Monitors and contributes to the evidence base for VFS studies.
	
	· Holds relevant reference lists

· Conducts regular literature searches

· Organises local 6-monthly journal clubs

· Develops proposals for research

· Publishes relevant audit and research findings

· Presents the above at appropriate fora
	

	Has responsibility for strategic development of the SLT role in VFS services across a Health Board.
	Documented responsibility devolved from service manager for some or all of the tasks listed (may include others to be specified separately).
	· Develops local (and national) VFS policy documents

· Liaises with the Radiation Protection Service on matters relating to implementation of the IR(ME)R regulations for SLTs working in VFS Clinics

· Collates annual VFS reports across sites

· Analyses activities and trends

· Proposes action plan for continuous service improvement, e.g.:

· Negotiates with lead clinicians and others at Directorate level in relation to proposed service changes or developments

· Recommends recording equipment update as new technology emerges

· Considers new service developments such as the development of multi-disciplinary Dysphagia Clinics or combined VFS/Manometry/Oesophagoscopy

· Leads and co-ordinates VFS  projects across the Health Board

· Has knowledge and understanding of national health-related policy which could impact on the VFS service.
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