SCOTLAND, IT’S ELECTION TIME AGAIN! 

The Scottish Parliament Elections May 2016
Your RCSLT team in Scotland is working hard to get promises on SLT and / or AHP services in to all of the political parties’ manifestos for the May 2016 Scottish Parliament Elections. .
Having a promise in a manifesto will give SLTs (and the people who benefit from SLT) a head start on influencing for better services in the next Parliament for the next 4 years  – whoever gets in to government. 

What do you – as an SLT - want to see in Scottish party manifestos?
It would be helpful to think about this question  from your perspective as an SLT 

What you think needs to change to ensure the children, adults, carers you work for can enjoy better life outcomes?
The other thing to consider is what makes manifesto promises appealing to you?  For example, manifesto promises are probably most appealing to the voting public  (and politicians)  if they are;

· Easily understood and quite specific with numbers – i.e. not wooly. 

· Sound reasonable, do-able 
· About solving a well known problem – i.e.  they meet the door step question “What are you doing about …?”
· Are about ordinary people having better lives – not a profession looking after thier interests. 

Attached are some suggestions which RCSLT members or the Scotland Office have already come up with – just to get you started.
Please tell us which one’s you like the best – maximum 5 – and of course give us any better suggestions and /or improvements to those listed. 
Please feedback by FRIDAY 7th August 2015 to Scotland Policy Officer Shonagh McEwan on shonagh.mcewan@rcslt.org. Any queries drop Shonagh an email or call Tuesdays or Wednesdays. 

Manifesto Asks – some RCSLT suggestions…
Adults
1. We will make sure everyone gets the allied health professional services they need, when they need them, where they need them so that everyone can enjoy the best possible healthy and independent life. 

2. We will ensure that every residential care and nursing home where people with dementia live has an allocated SLT. 

3. We will ensure that people with dementia have access to the speech and language therapy services they need in hospitals, care homes and their own homes.

4. We will ensure that there is an SLT in every memory clinic.

5. We will ensure that every stroke survivor gets the SLT they need to live as healthy and as independent a life as possible following stroke.  

6. We will ensure that SLT intervention is provided in the community to all stroke survovors who need it - within two weeks of leaving hospital.

Children

7. We will implement an effective “birth to 25”Speech, Language and Communication Strategy to ensure ALL Scotland’s children achieve the best possible speech, language and communication ability for the best possible life outcomes. 

8. We will ensure that every child in Scotland has access to quality speech and language therapy services - wherever and whenever it is needed.

9. We will ensure that quality SLT is provided in every nursery and preschool settings. 

10. We will ensure that every nursery and children’s centre have access to specialist early years SLT support by 2020.

11. We will ensure every school in Scotland has a language and literacy team, which will include at least one Speech and Language Therapist.

12. We will ensure that every child and young person with speech, language and communication needs is provided with the seamless support they want -  from birth through to leaving further or higher education and / or finding employment. 
13. We will ensure every named person – for children and young people of all ages in Scotland – will have the skills to enable every child and young person to achieve the best possible speech, language and communication ability. They be able  to identify speech, language and communication problems early and respond effectively. 

Human Rights and Equality for 250,000 plus Scots with communication difficulties
14. We will make sure that every one who can benefit from  AAC in Scotland gets quick and ongoing access to the SLT advice and support they need and the right communication device to have their voice heard.
15. We will develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to make Scotland possibly the first ever Inclusive Communication Nation in the world
