Policy and Public Affairs Team:
Impact report

October 2016 – September 2017

The year in numbers







Three meetings with UK Government Ministers
Representation on eight Scottish Parliament
Cross Party Groups
1,000+ new followers for @RCSLTpolicy
Twitter feed
2,881 people shared The Guardian interview
with Nick Robinson
3,000+ children participated in
Voice Box Northern Ireland
200,000 people viewed a video
of astronauts eating and drinking
in space as part of European
Swallowing Awareness Day

The PPA top ten
Mental capacity
2. The Communication Summit
3. Work, health and disability
4. Primary care
5. Looked after children
6. My Journey, My Voice
7. Inclusive communication
8. Youth justice
9. Early years
10. Augmentative and alternative communication
And….supporting members’ local influencing
1.

1. Mental capacity
Northern Ireland
 Activity: Influencing the Mental Capacity
Bill
 Impact: RCSLT invited to sit on the
external reference group for the Code of
Practice, and as a result the needs of
people with communication disabilities are
better reflected in the Code.
UK




Activity: Developed a factsheet
on the role of SLTs in relation to
mental capacity.
Impact: The tweet was re-tweeted
90 times and had over 12,600
impressions.

2. The communication summit and
the intergenerational cycle of
speech, language and communication
Scotland
Activities:

Developed the intergenerational cycle of speech,
language and communication outcomes and risks
factsheet.

Held two joint communication summits with Scottish
Government, attended by cross sector and cross
agency leaders.
Impact:

Deputy First Minister John Swinney requested an
Action Plan for systemic change an action plan for
systemic change to end the intergenerational cycle
of communication disadvantage

The PPA team also developed a UK-wide version of the intergenerational cycle which has been shared with officials at the
Department for Education and Public Health England.

3. Work, health and disability
England, Scotland and
Wales
Activity: Lobbied government
departments to include role of
speech and language
therapists in supporting
people into work.



Impacts:
Improving Lives: The Work,
Health and Disability Green
Paper featured two case studies
involving speech and language
therapists.



RCSLT was engaged as a key
stakeholder throughout the
consultation period.



RCSLT is the only AHP that was
invited to join the Round Table of
Royal Colleges chaired by the
UK’s Deputy Chief Medical
Officer Gina Radford.



RCSLT has now been invited to
contribute to the statement for
action for how work is good for
your health.

4. Primary care
Northern Ireland
Activity: RCSLT invited to participate in Health
Committee round table on contribution of AHPs in
primary care.
Impact: As a result of the event the Health
Committee has published a report on the value of
AHPs in primary and community care which
includes speech and language therapy examples.

Wales
Activity: RCSLT submitted written evidence to
the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee
inquiry into primary care clusters
Impacts: The report gives speech and language
therapy as an example of where cluster funding
could be targeted to reduce demand on GPs and
improve access to care.

Activity: RCSLT met with Vaughan Gething AM,
Cabinet Secretary Health, Wellbeing and Sport to
discuss the SLTs role in dementia and primary
care.
Impact: RCSLT invited to speak to key civil
servants with regards to SLT role in primary care.

5. Looked after children
Activities:

Worked with members of the House of
Lords to influence the Children and
Social Work Bill.

As part of the Alliance of Children in
Care and Care Leavers and Royal
Colleges, RCSLT met with officials from
DH, DfE and NHS England to discuss
integrated physical and mental health
assessments.
Impacts:

The UK government committed to
actions to address issues around the
communication needs of looked after
children, including a pilot of integrated
physical and mental health
assessments.

The draft guidance to accompany the
Act includes a number of references to
SLCN and speech and language
therapy.





Activity: Developed relationship with
the National Association of Virtual School
Heads (NAVSH) and held a joint webinar.
Impact: Increased understanding amongst Virtual School
Heads of the communication needs of looked after children,
and how speech and language therapy can support them.

The PPA team also developed a factsheet on looked after
children, and a factsheet on how the Five Good
Communication Standards can be used to support children’s
homes, which were published on the Children’s Homes
Quality Standards website.

6. My Journey, My Voice (NI)
Political engagement highlights
Activity

Millennium forum anniversary event was supported by the late Deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness

Chair of the Assembly’s Education Committee, Barry McElduff MLA met with
Philomena Cleary (SLT) and Christine Birnie (participant)

Bangor library exhibition launch attended by Lady Hermon MP, Dep Mayor
Alderman Bill Keery and Gordon Dunne MLA.
Impact

Local MPs, MLAs and councillors more aware of communication disability
and RCSLT.
Media influence
Activity: Coverage on NI executive website, BBC News website and
Radio Foyle, as well as many local newspapers.
Impact: Increased awareness of SLCN.
Other influence

RCSLT met with the Health and Social Care Board to discuss the impact
of MJMV – as a result RCSLT NI has received an additional grant of
£16,000 to develop a second MJMV project aimed at school aged
children to address bullying, inclusion and mental health.

“I am proud to support the
My Journey My Voice
exhibition which is raising
awareness and
understanding about the
speech, language and
communications difficulties
which people can face, and
the impact it has on their
daily lives”.
Martin McGuinness, former
Deputy First Minister

7. Inclusive communication
Scotland

Activity

Impact

RCSLT submission on Health Literacy
Action Plan

Health Literacy Action Plan makes
direct reference to work of RCSLT and
SLTs in field of Inclusive
Communication

RCSLT invited to position on Scottish
Government’s Disabled CYP Advisory
Group

Inclusive Communication is in the
Disabled CYP Action Plan

CEO of Improvement Scotland (LG
CPD and quality body) agreed to be
Inclusive Communication Champion.

Offer of IC webinar for LG across
Scotland chaired by CEO.

Scottish Health Council “Our Voice”
Citizen’s Panel survey relating to
Inclusive Communication

Will lead to publication of “official”
evidence re: 1250 members of public
reporting experience of and views on
Inclusive Communication – Scottish
Govt. health directorate to receive
report from Scottish Health Council

Northern Ireland

Activity:
Presentation to
Department of
Health, Social
Services and
Public Safety
(DHSSPS)
officials on
inclusive
communication.

Impact: Officials
have better
understanding of
communication
disability.

8. Youth justice
England and Wales
Activity: Development of Justice Evidence Base

Impacts:
 RCSLT invited as a key stakeholder to a policy workshop
for secure schools alongside the chair of the YJB and the
Justice Minister.
 RCSLT was proactively engaged by MoJ civil servants
further to the publication of the Justice Evidence Base to
discuss SLCN in youth justice and the community, in
order to make a case for the Minister to prioritise SLCN.
 The Justice Evidence Base has been published by
multiple organisations including the Youth Justice Board’s
Youth Justice Resource Hub, where it has been read 338
times. The report has also been disseminated by justice
sector professionals across both domestic and
international networks.
Northern Ireland

Activities
 Meeting with the Minister for Justice - Minister requested the Justice Evidence Base paper
 Meetings with members of Justice committee and Health committee
 Ongoing correspondence with the Youth Justice Agency

Impact: An SLT post in youth justice has been announced.

9. Early years
Wales
Activities:

RCSLT members presented to the Welsh Government’s
Early Years Programme Board.

RCSLT members invited to work with Qualification Wales
on new childcare qualification.
Impacts:

RCSLT were invited to meet with the Director of the
Adverse Childhood Experiences Hub within Public Health
Wales, who has invited a proposal for a joint briefing /
event.

New childcare qualifications will have a strong focus on
early language development.
England
Activities:

Member attended event and written response submitted as
part of consultation on early years foundation stage profile
(EYFSP).

Event on social disadvantage as part of the Bercow: Ten
Years On review, attended by officials from DfE and PHE.
Impacts:

Government response plan to revise the EYFSP early
learning goals to ensure there is sufficient focus on
increasing depth and breadth of vocabulary.

Invited to meet with DfE to discuss early years proposals.

Northern Ireland
Activity:

RCSLT invited to sit on the Save the Children Read On Get On
working group.
Impact:

The importance of early language development was included in
the published report; evidence from local members was used
and RCSLT Northern Ireland was acknowledged.

Save the Children flagged up the importance of early language
in their meeting with the Programme for Government team.
Scotland
Activity:

SLT seconded to NHS Education Scotland to develop a resource
to support health visitors to meet the requirements of the
Children and Young People’s Act 2014.

RCSLT invited to sit on Ministerial Early Learning and Childcare
Quality Reference Group.
Impact:

An online training resource for health visitors has been
developed.

Awareness raised among partners and stakeholders on
reference group.

10. Augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC)
Scotland
Activity:
Influencing Ministerial Directions for implementation of law which establishes right to communication
equipment and support to use that AAC for anyone with communication difficulties includes:

Chairing and Co-ordinating AAC Collaborative (AACC) - made up of 12 AAC user and / or provider
organisations

Compiling AACC Collaborative Submission on Draft Directions

Representation on National Advisory Group

Co-ordinating AAC User Forum.
Impact:
Draft Directions on Definitions of Equipment and Support) significantly altered to reflect comments, includng
principle that maintaining communication is as important as maintaining physical health.
Northern Ireland
Activity: RCSLT invited the Minister of Health to tour the regional AAC centre
Impact: A review of AAC has been commissioned by the Department of Health, Social Services and Public
Safety (DHSSPS)

Supporting members’
local influencing
To help members make their case locally including any facing challenges to
their services, we:
Further developed RCSLT’s Local Influencing Pack, designed to give members
the tools they need to influence local decision-makers and budget holders

Produced new factsheets giving evidence to demonstrate the impact of speech
and language therapy across a range of clinical conditions and settings
Shared Select Committee submissions and responses to Government
consultations, providing members with evidence of the impact of speech and
language therapy in a range of clinical areas and settings

