
Signing off the 
practical 
competencies

1 July 2021

Practice placements and the RCSLT 
pre-registration eating, drinking and 
swallowing competencies webinar 
series



Chair

Judith Broll
Director of professional development, 
RCSLT



Housekeeping

• RCSLT staff are on hand to help with any technical queries, you can get in touch 
with them via the chat button 

• You can send in questions to our speakers today by using the Q&A button

• This event is being recorded and will be made available on the RCSLT website 
along with the presentation slides

• We would be very grateful if you would fill out the evaluation form that will pop up 
in a new window once the webinar window closes. 



Aims and objectives

- Context setting

- Historical challenges of signing of competencies

- Evolution of competencies

- Developing vs achieved competencies sign off 

- Face to face vs non-face to face competencies

- End point expectations



How we got to where we are now

Followed established RCSLT project processes: 
• Recruited working group to write the competency 

framework, October/November 2020
• Consulted with all members, January 2021 
• Published competency framework, February 2021

Implementation of competency framework:
• Ongoing conversations with members generating 

additional support materials



Working group



Aligning relevant documents
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Whole person care



Hannah Crawford
Professional head of speech and language 
therapy, Tees, Esk and Wear Valley NHS 
Foundation Trust, and lead author of the 
competency framework



Less ambiguity

• How to: binary, developing and achieved –rationale and examples
• Signing of ONE component – not the whole thing
• Challenge of sign off in the old system

• No need to be EDS competent to sign off all the competencies
• All settings where people eat and drink. All placements can be EDS 

appropriate – eg justice , mainstream schools, ALD day centres , 
mental health

• Challenging settings 



Overview of the competencies

• 20 competencies

• Designed to be as binary as possible to support 

sign-off

• Learners will not be graduating with specialist 

knowledge and skills – bringing it in line with 

communication!

• There will still be a role for post-registration 

training and NQPs will still require the same 

support and supervision



Competency document



Face to face vs other



Judith Broll
Director of professional 
development, RCSLT



End-point expectations

• Supporting guidance in development
• NQPs will still require supervision and support
• Employers grow NQPs to support individual 

service needs
• Continuum of learning



What happens next?

● Supporting guidance available
○ Definition of what counts as an hour of EDS exposure
○ Which competencies need to be delivered face-to-face
○ End-point expectations – to be finalised shortly

● Investigating how, at a national level, to track and log 
EDS exposure

● Recruiting project co-ordinator to support next 
implementation phase



Longer term 

• Review the whole career pathway for SLTs 
➢ Including those working with people with EDS 

issues

➢ Review and update RCSLT Dysphagia Training 

and Competency Framework



Learn more about the competencies

• Read the competency document 
https://www.rcslt.org/members/clinical-guidance/dysphagia/dysphagia-

learning/#section-2

• Watch YouTube videos
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4mYzDMMXbA&t=1s

• https://youtu.be/73ir6JT8VTU

• Register for the final webinar https://www.rcslt.org/events/

• All webinars in the series will be available on the RCSLT 

website 

• Read the FAQs https://www.rcslt.org/members/get-involved/current-

rcslt-projects/dysphagia/pre-registration-competencies/

https://www.rcslt.org/members/clinical-guidance/dysphagia/dysphagia-learning/#section-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4mYzDMMXbA&t=1s
https://youtu.be/73ir6JT8VTU
https://www.rcslt.org/events/
https://www.rcslt.org/members/get-involved/current-rcslt-projects/dysphagia/pre-registration-competencies/


Join us for the next webinar

● Opportunities for paediatric practice placements:                  

8 July, 1pm – 2pm



Any questions



www.rcslt.org

@ RCSLT

@ RCSLT

Practice placements and the RCSLT 
pre-registration eating, drinking and 
swallowing competencies webinar 
series


