SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPISTS

IN NEONATAL CARE

Speech and language therapists (SLTs) are key member of the neonatal
multidisciplinary team (MDT) alongside physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, psychologists and dieticians. When embedded in neonatal care,
a SLT's knowledge and skills can help with early identification and support
of infants with communication and feeding difficulties.
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THE ROLE OF SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPISTS
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lead to pneumonia and the need for continued
breathing support. Speech and language
therapy input includes providing assessment and
treatment for babies who have difficulties suck
feeding and transitioning from tube feeding and
supporting caregivers and the nursing team with
the skills and knowledge of how to optimise

the baby’s oral motor co-ordination and
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SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY NEONATAL PROVISION IN WALES

KEY TO MAP
. Does not meet
the BAPM standards

. Partially meets
BAPM standards

Local
Health
Board

. Meets BAPM standards

. No neonatal units

Aneurin Bevan

Speech and
Language Therapy

Provision in
neonatal units

0.2 full-time
equivalent in reach

Neonatal Speech
and Language
Therapy
community/
follow up
provision

Does the
provision
meet BAPM
standards?

1 University into the Grange No No
Health Board -
x Hospital
Community follow
up of babies with
Betsi Cadwaladr . ongoing feeding Yes but
- } In-reach service difficulties post
2 University . ! vacancy
at three units discharge home
Health Board challenges
— currently frozen
due to staffing
challenges
Cardiff and Vale | 90 ul-time
3 University quiv P No No
for inpatient
Health Board
Neonatal work
Cwm Taf
4 Morgannwg No No No
University
Health Board
. Virtual MDT at
Hywel Dda 243\f:llé::ms 12 weeks and
5 University a developmental No

Health Board

Glangwili Hospital,

assessment at

Carmarthen
2 years
) No service as no
6 Powys Teaching No negnatal ~ District General
Health Board units )
Hospital
Swansea Bay .
7 University 05 fF‘“ time No specified time No
equivalent

Health Board

IMPACT OF NEONATAL SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPISTS

‘As a parent of a very premature baby, | value the
input off the Speech and Language Therapy team
that we currently receive. The help and support is
invaluable, however, | feel that had SALT input been
readily available on the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
we could have made a start on helping my daughter
and been assisted on what to look out for regarding

RCSLT WALES RECOMMENDS

= Speech and Language Therapists are ]
embedded in all neonatal units in

Wales and AHP provision, highlighted
within the Welsh Health Specialised
Services Committee cot service
review, fully funded.

my daughter’s feeding, swallowing, choking and
gagging and more importantly how to deal with

it. Early intervention and collaborative treatment
on the ward for pre term infants is key. As a parent,
| would like to see more Speech and Language
Therapy involved on Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.”’

Lyndsay, Mum of Thora

Health Education and Improvement Wales Education
and Training plan 2024/25 takes account of the
need to grow the number of neonatal SLTs and
other AHPs.

Health Education Improvement Wales commits to

developing an AHP workforce plan to ensure there
are enough AHPs to meet the needs of the population.
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