
2014 - 2023



2014 – The 
journey begins

• Press release announcing 
establishment of 
International 
Communication Project

• An ‘unprecedented effort’

• Vision and mission 
announced

• Syndicated across multiple 
publications



Google Hangouts discussion on February 20th 2014 
titled ‘Raising Awareness of Communication Disorders 
as a Global Health Issue’

• Officially announced initiation of International Communication Project

• Framed as ‘historic’ collaboration between our organisations

• Vision and mission outlined

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SBYUNAHggw



The Universal Declaration 
of Communication Rights

• Seminal document on Communication Rights

• Its value recognized by over 10,000 people

• Considered a key milestone in the development of 
communication rights

• Cited across multiple publications including Wikipedia 



‘Month of 
Action’ –
May 2014



The Pledge

• As part of the ‘Month of Action’  
partners undertook activities 
across each jurisdiction and 
through social media to raise 
awareness of the ICP brand and 
the Universal Declaration of 
Communication Rights through 
the ‘Pledge’

• Secured over 12, 657 signatures 
and support from over 40 
organizations



International 
support 

• Many of these 
organizations made the 
undertaking that they 
would use the ICP logo 
and brand for regional 
awareness raising 
activities 

• The logo is still being used 
by some of these 
organizations



2015 – Moving forward

• Project drift

• Update issued in September 2015

• Call made out to supporters to continue awareness 
raising activities, increase membership of ICP 
organizations and ideas to engage policymakers

• Regular newsletter also launched 



2016 – A new approach

• Announced development of new plan for global 
advocacy

• Also began highlighting awareness days and intention to 
undertake social media awareness raising activities



2017 – Advocacy

• First substantive social media campaign on International 
Literacy Day 2017

• New call for stories to be featured in newsletter

• Interest in UN sustainable development goals and how 
they can align to ICP mission discussed by Strategic 
Advisory Committee

• Multiple domestic engagements planned

• ICP member organizations to meet 

• Also began preparations for 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 2018





2018 – ICP in 
action

• Multiple articles published in member 
organization journals highlighting 
communication rights as part of UDHR 
70th anniversary celebrations

• Publication of video marking 70th

Anniversary by ICP

• ICP Policy and Evidence group 
established to develop narrative on UN 
Sustainable Development Goals

• Attendance at the first Global Disability 
Summit

• Social media campaigns continued



December 2018 – special edition of newsletter published on 
anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Anniversary





2019 – ICP at the 
United Nations

• ICP published ‘The Importance of Speech, Language and Communication to 
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals: A Summary of Evidence

• ICP member organisations gain accreditation for UN Conference of State 
Parties to the Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (COSP)

• ICP leads delegation to COSP and holds first ever side event on 
communication rights



The event titled ‘People with Communication Disability 
Speak Up for Inclusion and Participation: How the 
Implementation of the CRPD and the SDGs can Support 
this Right’

• Streamed on UN Web TV and can still be watched here: 
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1i2iru946

• Described as a ‘breakthrough event’

• Viewed Globally

• Promoted across multiple social media channels

• Press release issued syndicated across multiple publications

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1i2iru946


2020 to 2022 –
The Pandemic

• Advocacy activities reduced

• Staff capacity impacted

• ICP made available resources for managing 
during the coronavirus pandemic to care 
providers and persons with communication 
disabilities

• ICP continued to raise awareness of 
Communication Disability in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the role played by 
Speech and Language Therapists / Speech 
Pathologists in the care and recovery of 
patients



Advocacy 
continued

• ICP partners continued to identify 
opportunities for engagement

• ICP made submissions to UN 
consultations including for access 
to work and economic 
opportunities for people with 
Communication Disability

• ICP partners also participated in 
the first virtual COSP roundtable 
meetings, which saw a 
substantial intervention from a 
teacher with a stammer



COSP15 2022

• Our last substantive advocacy activity was at COSP15 in 
2022

• We were able to secure multiple interventions at the 
main debate (6th meeting) 15th Session of the Conference of States 
Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (COSP15) | 
UN Web TV

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1j/k1jn0jjri3?kalturaStartTime=8180
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1j/k1jn0jjri3?kalturaStartTime=8180
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1j/k1jn0jjri3?kalturaStartTime=8180
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