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RCSLT Sustainability Statement 2025
Glossary
	Climate change / climate emergency
	A long-term change in the average weather patterns that have come to define Earth's local, regional and global climates / a situation requiring urgent action to mitigate the effects of climate change, a long-term shift in weather patterns caused by human activities and avoid potentially irreversible environmental damage.

	Climate and ecological emergency and define that as being beyond just carbon
	Serious and urgent problems that are being caused or likely to be caused by changes in the world's weather, in particular the world getting warmer as a result of human activity increasing the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere / biodiversity loss and the decline or disappearance of the variety in living things

	Intersectional healthcare
	The need for understanding diverse patient backgrounds, encompassing race, gender, socioeconomic status, and more, to deliver effective care.

	Lean pathways
	The application of Lean principles to optimise patient care processes by streamlining workflows, eliminating waste, and improving efficiency, ultimately enhancing patient outcomes and resource utilisation.

	Low carbon
	Causes only small amounts of carbon dioxide to be added to the atmosphere.

	Net zero: carbon emissions
	The balance between the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG) that's produced and the amount that's removed from the atmosphere.  Primarily from burning fossil fuels and industrial processes, are the main drivers of climate change, trapping heat in the atmosphere and causing global warming.

	Planetary health
	The idea that the health of the planet and human health are linked, and that the health of the planet affects human health in the long term.

	Sustainability in quality improvement (Sus QI)
	A framework that integrates sustainability principles into healthcare quality improvement efforts, focusing on the triple bottom line (environmental, social, and economic impacts) to achieve sustainable value.
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