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Making the Case for SLT:

How we Influence, advocate
and communicate our impact
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Welcome

Irma Donaldson
Chair, RCSLT
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Objectives m" mm RCSLT

Attendees will have the opportunity to:

AExplore the role of Al in enhancing and sustaining SLT services
ALearn from national and local influencing case studies

AReflect on how power and conflict influence partnership working
AUse data effectively to demonstrate SLT impact.

AUnderstand the how human rights can be used to make the case
for SLT

ADiscover new and emerging areas of SLT practice
ANetwork and develop closer professional links



Outline
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RCSLT Scotland
update

Glenn Carter
Head of Scotland office, RCSLT WILTSHIRE
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Supply
Increase the supply of

speech and language
therapists in Scotland

=>

Funding

Protect and develop
funding for speech and
language therapy

7):

Policy

Improve and influence
national and local policy

Priorities for
RCSLT Scotland

Support and develop leadership
in the profession, empowering

members to influence effectively.

Wellbeing & Engagement

Support the wellbeing and
engagement of members

Raise the profile of speech and
language therapists and the
people they serve.
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November 2024
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COVID Inquiry

Gave verbal
evidence at the
Scottish COVID

Inquiry

November 2024




June 2025 - The Month of BOOM Visibility
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June 2025

05 A All 32 local authorities represented
AmMnnQa aokKz22fta a221 |
- A 1000s of participants
| A 90+ media mentions
o A 24 MSPs in the photo call
A 27 SLT ambassadors
To raise awareness of the importance and joy of
communication and the power of speech and language

therapists to change lives.
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June 2025

John Swinney

Jackie Baillie

Willie Rennie Jackie Dunbar Neil Gray
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POLICY INFLUENCE

Neurodevelopmental Services
Working together

Policy
Verbal Influence

Policy

: Evidence
Written

Meet with Submission

Call for Members

Evidence
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Eating, drinking and swallowing
guidance

Introduction

Eating, drinking and swallowing (EDS) difficulties can happen to anyone of any age. Speech al

language therapists (SLTs) play a key role in assessing and identifying any difficulties.

This includes assisting service users to make informed decisions around eating and drinking
maximise quality of life. The assessment and management of EDS requires person-centred c
involves a multi-disciplinary and multi-agency care approach. The management of EDS is con
to be ‘everybody’s business’ and a collaborative approach supports holistic care planning anc
comprehensive clinical decision making. Individuals with long-term conditions who have tran
intermittent, persistent or progressive EDS difficulties often remain at risk of associated

complications. SLTs have a key role in educating/training others in identifying, assessing and

managing EDS difficulties.




Outputs - Coming Soon

Publications

A Stammering/cluttering guidance! dzi dzY y
A Awake craniotomy ! dzi dzY Y

A Parkinson's Autumn

A Acquired brain injurg, Spring 2026

A Cognitive communication disorderSpring 2026
A Cleft Lip and Palate

A EDAR
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Manifesto Asks

#1- Embed SLTs in every school and /0
nursery in Scotland
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#2 ¢ Expand SLT training capacity in §}
Scotland /

#3 ¢ Invest in Adult SLT services

#4 ¢ Strengthen communication
rights
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#1 - Embed SLTs in every school and
nursery in Scotland

Why

6 It will improve outcomes for children and help break the
Intergenerational cycle of poverty

Link between communication & attainment, relationships,
mental health, behaviour, employment

O«

Facilitate whole system change

O«

Reduce teacher stress

O«

m == RCSLT




#2 0 Expand SLT training capacity

RCSLT Scotland asks the next Scottish Government to work
with universities to expand access to the speech and
language therapy profession and support the establishment
of a third SLT course in Scotland.

Why
o Build the workforce in order to meet population need

6 2 HEIs in Scotland z only in central belt

o Allow rural areas to grow local talent

o Increase diversity in the profession
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#3 O Invest in adult SLT services

RCSLT Scotland asks the next Scottish Government to invest in anA
[[¢ aSNIAOSA YR &adzLJLl2Z NI (0KS walas
needs are met locally. :

Why

6 Improve outcomes, reduce inequalities and support people to live
healthier, more independent lives

Prevent admissions and reduce pressure on hospitals

O«

A Right to Rehab would ensure everyone has access to rehab
when they need it

O«
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#4 0 Strengthen communication rights

RCSLT Scotland asks the next Scottish Government to support vl
| SFfGK yR {20AFf /J/INB !ffAlYyQS
campaign, calling for a right to communication for all. :
Why

o Communication is a fundamental human right

6o Ensure rights of people with communication needs are respected,
protected and fulfilled.

o Without it, people can be excluded from healthcare, education,
justice and community life.
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SCOTTISH

COVID-19
INQUIRY

Political
Engagement

COVID Inquiry EDAR Consensus
Meeting

Voicebox Adult FOI

GIVING VOICE YO ALL OF

SCOTLAND’S CHILDREN

RCSLT Mental

Years Action Plan Transforming children’s Human Rights Health Network
services

NELC & Early



Keynote

James Blackwood
Healthcare Al Consultant, Aingealag
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Al Enhanced Speech and

Language Therapy:
Innovation and a
Sustainable Future

. .'“ P .‘ % LY

" ID Blackwood

Innovation Fellow, University of St Andrews .
Al Advisor to the Executive Medical Director, NHS Lothian
Managing Director, Aingealag .. A
Chief Technology OfficePanakeiat Bering, .-
Cofounder, Simplifai + Orli
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A personal connection with SLTs

-7/ Angela(sister) Rodger (uncle)

s When she was diagnosed with
laryngeal cancer and had a

| stomayou helped her breathe,

7 swallow and talk in those

final months

In his final days of oral cancer,
you helped him communicate
with us in a way thataptured
the essence of his character

Gillian (mum-in-law) Annabel (niece)

% In the last stages of her multiple
sclerosis, you helped her
swallowand gave us precious
time with her

You taught her how to control
her stammerand gave her the
confidence to grow into an
Impressive young lady




What is Al?



Whatis artificial intelligence?

A collection of technologies thahable computers

to complete tasks that would normally require

human intelligence, including visual and language
perception, learning, reasoning and problem solving,
often autonomously and in a way that doesn't require
human guidance.



What is artificial intelligence?

Generative Al

A Creates new content based on learning
A Predicts in a humarike manner
A ChatGPTMidJourney

Deep learning

A Neural networks modelled on the brain
A Works with complex multimodal data and seHearns
A Face recogpnition in your phone, seffriving cars

Machine learning

A Learns patterns from data
A" EHIGN=K L@JGM? @
A Netflix or Spotify recommendations

| - D< >9K@AGF=<A '

A Hand-coded rules (knowledgebased)
A" G=KFA3IBMK149 <FG=K 9K ALAK LGD<
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