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RE: Allied Health Professionals
Dear Secretary of State,

We welcome your commitment to revise the NHS Long Term Workforce Plan, particularly the
planned shift toward a transformational approach that looks beyond legacy staffing models to
create a more integrated, future-ready health service. This will build on the advancement of having
the first comprehensive, national, long-term workforce plan in 2023.

To meet the ambitions of the 10 Year Health Plan, the workforce plan must secure a sustainable
Allied Health Professions (AHP) pipeline, drive forward AHP strategic and clinical leadership and
enable AHPs to work to their full scope across hospitals, communities and neighbourhoods to
deliver better patient care. Access to AHPs across the UK is inconsistent, creating significant
inequalities in both employment opportunities and patient care. This highlights the need for a
unified national approach to workforce planning and service provision to ensure that everyone,
regardless of location, can access the expertise of AHPs.

AHPs represent the third largest clinical workforce in the NHS and are essential to delivering safe,
effective, and cost-efficient care across the health system. AHPs bring unique expertise,
innovation, and leadership to patient care, prevention, early intervention and rehabilitation. They
are essential to the shift from hospital to community and neighbourhoods, reducing waiting lists,
preventing hospital admissions and delayed discharge, and enabling people to live and work
independently.

There are 14 registered Allied Health Professions (e¢ footnoe) - g of which are degree-level,
professionally autonomous practitioners. As degree-level professionals, many are educated to
Masters level, bringing highly specialised skills and autonomous clinical decision-making
capabilities to the NHS. Registered AHPs work alongside AHP support workers who contribute
significantly to deliver rehabilitation and other areas of care.
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Allied Health Professions are not an add-on to our healthcare system—they are essential
practitioners. The financial case is clear: investment in allied health delivers returns measured in
hundreds of millions of pounds in prevented costs and improved population health.

However, they remain under-recognised in strategic planning and workforce development
discussions.

Recommendations for Strategic Action
We respectfully recommend that the Department should:

1. Recognise AHPs as a strategic priority in workforce planning with equivalent status to nursing
and medical workforce expansion and ensure AHP staffing levels are considered as part of local
workforce planning.

2. Support strong AHP leadership and accountability including retention of the Chief Allied
Health Professions Officer (CAHPO) role in the Department.

3. Adopt a competency, population need led rather than profession based approach to
workforce planning and strategic and clinical leadership.

4. Increase workforce capacity by expanding and upskilling AHP support workers to maximise
their training and development on a par with nursing associates.

5. Ensure consistent funding and training for advanced and consultant level AHP roles which
are proven to deliver measurable improvements in access, productivity, and patient experience.

6. Establish robust workforce monitoring and tracking specific to each of the 14 AHP
professions to enable responsive planning.

7. Commission evidence reviews on the return on investment of specific AHP interventions to
demonstrate the financial case for expansion within systems facing budget constraints.

8. Embed AHPs into system-wide prevention strategies addressing major health conditions
including musculoskeletal disorders, dementia, cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
stroke, respiratory disease and mental ill-health.

9. Protect and invest in the academic and clinical educator workforce to sustain programme
quality, supervision, CPD and research.

Allied Health Professionals provide cost-efficient evidence-based care that keeps people as
independent as possible and out of hospital.

We urge you to ensure the AHP pipeline is a strategic priority in this refresh so that the attention
given to doctors and nurses is matched by a commitment to expanding our allied health workforce
and utilising its full scope of practice to improve patient care.
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We would welcome the opportunity to meet alongside representatives of the 14 AHPs to explore

how we can work together to strengthen the AHP workforce.

Yours Sincerely,
British and Irish Orthoptics Society
British Association for Music Therapy

British Association of Dramatherapists

College of Operating Department Practitioners

College of Paramedics
Institute of Osteopathy

Royal College of Occupational Therapists

Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists

Society and College of Radiographers

The British Association of Art Therapists

The British Association of Prosthetics and Orthotics

The British Dietetic Association
The Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
The Royal College of Podiatry
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The Rt Hon The Lord Lansley

Danny Beales

Antonia Bance
Member of Parliament for Tipton and
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Member of Parliament for Smethwick
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Member of Parliament for Uxbridge and
South Ruislip

Alex Ballinger
Member of Parliament for Halesowen

Alison Bennett
Member of Parliament for Mid Sussex

Matt Bishop
Member of Parliament for Forest of Dean

Olivia Blake
Member of Parliament for Sheffield Hallam

Irene Campbell
Member of Parliament for North Ayrshire
and Arran

Markus Campbell-Savours
Member of Parliament for Penrith and
Solway

Bambos Charalambous
Member of Parliament for Southgate and
Wood Green

Dr Beccy Cooper
Member of Parliament for Worthing West

Jen Craft
Member of Parliament for Thurrock

Cat Eccles
Member of Parliament for Stourbridge

Daniel Francis
Member of Parliament for Bexley Health
and Crayford

Allison Gardner
Member of Parliament for Stoke-On-Trent
South

Sarah Hall

James Naish
Member of Parliament for Rushcliffe

Dr Simon Opher
Member of Parliament for Stroud

Jo Platt
Member of Parliament for Leigh and
Atherton

Peter Prinsley
Member of Parliament for Bury St
Edmunds and Stowmarket

Yasmin Qureshi
Member of Parliament for Bolton South
and Walkden

Jenny Riddell-Carpenter
Member of Parliament for Suffolk Coastal

Jim Shannon
Member of Parliament for Strangford

Alex Sobel
Member of Parliament for Leeds Central
and Headingley

Rachel Taylor
Member of Parliament for North
Warwickshire and Bedworth

Valerie Vaz
Member of Parliament for Walsall and
Bloxwich

Matt Western
Member of Parliament for Warwick and
Leamington

Jo White
Member of Parliament for Bassetlaw

Sean Woodcock
Member of Parliament for Banbury

Dave Robertson
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Member of Parliament for Warrington
South

Sojan Joseph
Member of Parliament for Ashford

Mark Sewards
Member of Parliament for Leeds South
West and Morley

Gareth Snell
Member of Parliament for Stoke-on-Trent
Central

Peter Dowd
Member of Parliament for Bootle

Peter Swallow
Member of Parliament for Bracknell

Richard Quigley
Member of Parliament for Isle of Wight
West

Dawn Butler
Member of Parliament for Brent East

Member of Parliament for Lichfield

Phil Brickell
Member of Parliament for Bolton West

Tim Roca
Member of Parliament for Macclesfield

Alison Hume
Member of Parliament for Scarborough
and Whitby

Josh Fenton-Glynn
Member of Parliament for Calder Valley

Ben Coleman
Member of Parliament for Chelsea and
Fulham

Warinder Juss
Member of Parliament for Wolverhampton
West

Luke Akehurst
Member of Parliament for North Durham
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