
To set up the Delphi study required three 
initial steps:  

• Identifying and recruiting the expert 
panel of multi-professional clinicians 
with a minimum of three years’ 
experience with SCI and complex 
dysphagia. 

• Consensus statements generated from 
current literature and survey data on 
clinical practice, to be rated using a five-
point Likert scale.  

• A multi-professional steering group to 
oversee statement development and 
results from each round to reduce the 
risk of bias. 

 

• A two-round electronic Delphi 
process was employed aiming for 
>70% consensus 

• 7 topic areas were generated 
from literature and divided into 
subcategories to form 85 Delphi 
statements (verified by steering 
group).  

• 27 experts recruited from five 
countries, to include, SLT, PT, 
dietitian, doctors and nurses 
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