
Speech, Language and 
Communication Capacity

A National Asset
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The Intergenerational Cycle of Speech, Language and 
Communication Outcomes and Risks
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Poor information access and user experience 

People with speech, language and communication 

needs (SLCN) have dif  culty accessing the 

information they need to use services and are more 

likely to experience negative communication in 

education, health, criminal justice services 1 
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High risk of poor mental health

Children with vocabulary dif  culties at age f ve are more likely to have poor mental health at age 34.5
Lower attainment

the end of primary school, compared with one in 25 children who had good language skills.6

One in four children who struggled with language at age f ve did not reach the expected standard in English at 
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Peri-natal health of m
other and  

baby, parenting ability and  

feelings about parenthood,  

which af ects

Parent’s own  

speech, language  

and communication 

ability af ects

Ability and willingness  

to access pre-natal  
information and health  

services af ects
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Young person’s  

opportunity to learn,  

feel conf dent, act responsibly,  

ef ectively contribute, stay  

healthy and develop positive  

relationships, which af ects

Child’s emotional,  
intellectual  

development,  
behaviour and  

school readiness,  
which af ects 
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How to grow national assets  
by breaking the intergenerational 

cycle of speech, language and 
communication needs

All relevant agencies involved in the cycle  
work collaboratively to:
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Identify and respond effectively to parents’ speech, 
language and communication needs and preferences – 
mainstreaming quality inclusive communication 
approaches throughout public services

2
 

Boost early years speech, language and communication 
provision for today’s babies and toddlers and their 
parents by building the skills to support children’s 
speech, language and communication development 
throughout child health, education and care workforces 

3
 

Boost the speech, language and communication  
capacity of the next generation of parents who are 
already accessing primary, secondary, tertiary education; 
youth justice services; youth employment services; and 
children and young people’s mental health services

For further information on anything in this publication, please contact info@rcslt.org

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/179456/0051018.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/179456/0051018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/557156/DFE-RR247-BCRP4.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/557156/DFE-RR247-BCRP4.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/557156/DFE-RR247-BCRP4.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/early_language_development_briefing_paper.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/early_language_development_briefing_paper.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/early_language_development_briefing_paper.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/179456/0051018.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/179456/0051018.pdf

