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Developing good communication can be fun and to
demonstrate this, the Speaker of the Northern Ireland
Assembly and the Royal College of Speech and
Language Therapists have, for a fourth time, hosted

the Northern Ireland Voice Box Awards, a joke-telling
competition for school children.

This year, thousands of pupils from primary, post-
primary and special schools got involved by holding
their own mini Voice Box competitions to select a pupil
to represent their school. Out of all the entries received,
20 finalists were shortlisted to tell their jokes in front of
MLAs and other invited guests in Parliament Buildings
Stormont.

The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists is working with
the Northern Ireland Assembly to raise awareness of speech, language
and communication difficulties. Visit www.givingvoiceuk.org for more
information.

In this book, we have gathered together the entries
from the 2016 competition. We hope that you will use
it as part of a class or whole-school activity. Hopefully,
it will remind you of the fun aspects of communication
and the importance of building children’s
communication skills and confidence whatever their
starting point.

Although there can only be one Voice Box Champion,
we wanted to say thank you and well done to all the
schools and the speech and language therapists who
took up the 2016 Voice Box challenge. We look forward
to having you join the competition next year!

Yours sincerely,

Anne Gamble
Chair of Voice Box 2016 Judging Panel
RCSLT

Country Representative



Because he couldn’t
concentratel

Because she ran away
from the ball.
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Post-primary category
winner Bob Pearson,
accompanied by his
teacher Mr Johnston,
receives his trophy from
Deputy First Minister
Martin McGuinness and
Alison McCullough MBE
Head of RCSLT NI, at the

2016 Voice Box Awards
final.



y school. His teacher
s of the alphabet. SO

he asked his mum what the first letter
the phone $O she said, “Be quiet!”

ster who was obsessed with Elvis

y and at his nurser

There was A bo
the first three letter

told him to learn
when he got home
was. She was on

Then he went fo his si
Presley and he said,
alphabet?” She replie
Then he went to his little brother and asked him,
“What's the third letter of the alphabet?” He replied,
“In my little brrrum brrrum carl”

So he goes into school the next morning and the
teacher asks, «“What are the first three letters of the
olphobe’r?” He says, “Be quiet.” The teacher says,
«“\who do you think you are?” He replies, “Elvis Presley,
Elvis Presley.” The teacher says, “How are you going to
get away with this?” And he replies,
“In my little orrrum brrrum carl”

“What's the second letter of the
d, “Elvis Presley, Elvis Presley.”

Charlie Magrath, P6, Grange Park Primary

What do
you ca
cheese that isn't yoltlJrs?
Nacho cheese.

Chloe Spence, P4,
Towerview Primary

Teacher “what should
you soy_'ro a cheeky
giraffe?

P7, Brooklands Primary

Two friends weré walking through
rd, looking at the

the graveyd
headstones. They came upon d
headstone id, “
politician,
One friend says to
“There must be two m
there!”

sbrook Primary

en buried

Cody Walker, P7, Bes




Delightful, Ele

Connor

Because his teacher said
it was a piece of cake!

A wife asks her husband to describe her.
He said, “You're A/ B,C,D,EF G, HIJ K”

He said, ‘Adorable, Beautiful, Cute,

gant, Fashionable, Gorgeous,
Hot!”

Gaw, P7, Dundonald Primary )

Did you hear the news? Wee boy at Sacred Heart PS

gives cheek to teacher. This is what happened: So
this wee boy went to sch i

d, “For your
four letters of the adlphabet.”
He went home.

That night he asked his Mummy what the first letter of
the alphabet was. His mum was on the phone.
She answered, “Be quiet.”

Next he went to his Dad. He asked his Dad what the
second letter of the dlphabet was. He shouted, “Yeg.”
because his favourite football team, Manchester
United, had just scored.

After that he asked his sister, “What's the thirg letter of
the alphabet?” She Was listening to Michgel Jackson
on her iPad, so she replied, “Michael Jackson.”

Then he went to his little brother and asked him what

the fourth letter of the alphabet was. He was playing

with his toy cars, so he replied, “In my litle brum brum
car”

The next day he went to school and his teacher asked
him, “What is the first letter of the dlphabet?” He said,
“Be quiet.” His teacher said, “Go to the principal’s
office now.” So he went to the principal’s office and
the principal said, “Who do you think you qre?” The
wee boy replied, “Michael Jackson.” The principal
$qid, “How do you think you are going to get away with
this?” The wee boy replied, “In my little brum brum car”

Damian McGuiness, P5, Sacred Heart Primary




-m\nk-he-SOW‘US?

' What do you call a
‘ million rabbits walking Nobodynose
®e backwards? ! '
A receding hareline.

Do-you
David ROSS .SLCZ‘
Eprington PimarY

Eden Haycock, Y9,
Ashfield Girls High School

Harry Porker




Primary category
winner Killian Duffy
shares his joke with
compere Eamonn

Mallie and the
audience at the
Voice Box awards
final in Stormont,
March 2016.
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“Do you smell carrots?”
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Molly McLoughlin, P7
S ary’s Primcry ’
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Dear algebra, please °
stop telling me to find ° o
your X. (S0 o

She’s not coming back ' ¢
and | don't know Y either.

Owen McKinley, SCUD, Killard House

MUM in her most nqt,
- aturg -
eating some top notch tégg.t’)’”qt'
Reece Allin

_ gham Groves, py
St Oliver Plunkett Primc;y ,

«A teacher.”




What does the bee
say to the flower?
“Hello

Rosanng Beattie, P3,
Holy Family Primcry

: i
“spit oU
says, in
The 1eOChe,f And the :\;ﬂ
that %\:rﬂéhew chew!
goes.

Then
the po»

hink I can
[ W fGl' do you 1‘ ”
" okt bucker?

he teacher says, “Where is
And the boy SQys, “Half way
down my leg misg*

Una Kec:rney, P6, st John's Primcry
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Royal College of Speech
and Language Therapists
Tel:

Emaiil;

The Communication Trust
Tel:

Email:

Communiccﬁo
Tel & Fay.
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Afasic UK
Supports parents who have children with
difficulties talking and understanding language
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NAPLIC
Professions supporting language
and communication development

Email: naplic.info@gmail.com
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