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Is demand rising? 

You are here 



 

thanks to WEDS 2018  



RIGHT PLACE/PEOPLE/ TIME ??? 
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Cost of dysphagia in older 

people 

 Associated with age - ≧65 years 

 40-60% of institutionalised older people 

 Predictor of aspiration pneumonia 

 Associated with inpatient mortality 

 Predictor for increased length of stay 

 Personal, institutional and social cost 

 People with dysphagia: 

 More likely to develop aspiration pneumonia 

 More likely to die 

 



 

      

Over 50% of HNC 

diagnosed in over 65s 

Louie et al (2015)  Oral Oncol 51(4):341-348 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Resource concerns 
 Prophylactic vs. reactive rehabilitation approach 

 

Roe, Carding et al (2012) Oral Oncol 48(4): 343-48  

 

 Similar variation in the US and Australia/ NZ 
 

Krisciunas et al (2012) Dysphagia 27(4):538-49  

Maclean et al (2013) DRS abstract 

Parameter Number 

(n=46) 

Routine evaluation pre-treatment 50% (21/42) 

Implement prophylactic swallowing exercises 71.4% (30/42) 

Active on-treatment involvement 69% (29/42) 

Use of standardised measures 24.4% (10/31) 

Service delivery issues 



 

Using guidance to enhance 

local practice 

 Local cancer system 

 Inconsistent measures 

Varying intervention 

Few opportunities to reflect 

 Process 

 Outcome 

 Benefits 



Workshop discussion 

• What is my service/what am I currently doing? 

• What more could we/I do (now and in the 
future)? 

• What support do we/I need? 

• How will we/I know that what we/I do makes 
a change for the better / demonstrates 
improvement?  


