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What is a Youth Offending 

Team(YOT)? 

YOTS were set up as a result of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998. 

“There is a YOT in every local 
authority in England and Wales. They 
are made up of representatives from 
the Police, Probation Service, Social 
Services, Health, Education and 
Drugs and Alcohol misuse 
agencies…” 
 

Youth Justice Board Website - 2009 
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Disadvantage 

Cycle 

Educational Achievement 

Vocabulary at 5 is a powerful 

predictor of  GCSE 

achievement 

Behaviour/Vulnerability 

2/3 of 7-14 year olds with 

serious behaviour 

problems have language 

impairment  

Mental Health 

40% of 7 to 14 year olds 

referred to child psychiatric 

services had a language 

impairment that had never 

been suspected 

Employability 

47% of employers say  they 

can’t get  recruits with the 

communication skills they 

need  

Criminality 

65% of young people in 

young offender institutions 

have communication 

difficulties 

Disadvantage Cycle 

Children from low income 

families lag behind high income 

counterparts by sixteen months 

in vocabulary at school entry  

Jean Gross (Communication Champion , England) – May 2011 

Poor communication skills impact on... 



 



 

YOT Statistics 

1

2

No. of YP previously known to Core 

Not known to 

core 

Previously 

known to 

core 

1

2

No. of YP highlighted as having SLCN 

SLCN 

highlighted 

through screen 

No concerns 

highlighted 

through screen 

68% 

32% 

14% 

86% 



 

Case Study 
1) 16 year old female 

2) In and out of the YJS for last 3 years 

3) Previous SLT / SEN 2009 

4) Discharged 2010 due to DNA 

5) YOS involvement – ASSET+ Screen, SLT Ax 

6) SLT Findings  

7) Reoffended – Custody 

8) Crown Prosecution Services  

9) Resettlement back to community 

 



 

Thank you for listening  
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