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Thank you! 



 

Recap of 2019 



 

Further evidence 1/2 

 57% of areas in England 

reported a real-terms decrease 

in spending between 2016/17 

and 2018/19. 

 £16.35 spent on each child in 

the top 25% of areas. 

 58p spent on each child in the 

bottom 25% of areas. 

 Next steps 



 

Further evidence 2/2 

 SLCN now most common type 

of primary need for pupils with 

SEND – 22% 

 SLCN now most common of 

primary need for pupils on 

SEN support – 23% 



 

Policy developments 1/2 

Children and young people’s mental 

health: 

 81% of children with social and emotional 

disorders have previously unidentified 

communication needs 

 Children with mental health problems are 

five times more likely to have problems 

with speech and language 

 



 

Policy developments 2/2 

Learning disability and autism: 

 NHS Long Term Plan 

 Government training programme 

 Baroness Hollins’ Bill 

 



 

Looking ahead to 2020… 



 

Mental health reform 

 What’s the issue? 

 Over 80% of people with mental health problems have impairment in 

language 

 30% of people with mental health problems have swallowing 

difficulties 

 30 times more likely to die of choking if you have schizophrenia 

 

 What’s the risk? 

 Inaccurate referrals & assessments 

 Inaccessible interventions, especially if verbally delivered 

 Waste of public funds due to failed interventions 

 Patient safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 What are the risks? 

 

 



 

National Disability Strategy 

 Communication disability is one of the most 

common disabilities   

 It can be largely invisible 

 It impacts a significant proportion of the UK’s 

population: 

1 in 5 of adults experience a communication 

difficulty 

Over ten percent of children and young 

people with long term communication need 



 

Royal Commission on  

Criminal Justice process 

 60% of young people 

 Similar figures in adult population 

 Engagement with the criminal justice 

process 

 Ageing prison population 



 

NHS Funding Bill &  

NHS Long Term Plan 

UK-wide / Devolved Nations 

 Better lives for people with speech & language and 

swallowing difficulties 

 

 NHS Long Term Plan: speech and language therapy – a 

profession in short supply 

 

 Shortage Occupation List: DHSC – increasing demand on 

speech and language therapy, particularly in mental health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other Bills and policies 

 Medicines and Medical Devices Bill 

 Review of the care system 



 

Thank you!  

Any questions? 


