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National statistics on special educational needs in England:
what do they tell us about speech, language and communication needs?
July 2019

On 4 July 2019 the Department for Education published the latest statistics on special
educational needs in England.

These revealed:

e Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) is now the most common
primary type of need, at 22% of SEN pupils.

e SLCN is the most common type of primary need for pupils on SEN support, at
23%.

e Butonly 15% of pupils with SLCN have an education, health and care (EHC)
plan.

e Intotal, 261,718 pupils have SLCN as their primary type of SEN — that’s about
3.2% of all pupils.? But we know that 7.6% of children have developmental language
disorder (DLD)? — many of these children are still not having their needs identified.

e The number of pupils with SEN has increased by around 3.3% between January
2018 and January 2019.*

e While t?e number of pupils with SLCN has increased by almost 6% in the same
period.

At the same time, the report from the Children’s Commissioner for England — We Need To
Talk: access to speech and language therapy — published in June 2019 found a real-terms
reduction in reported spending on speech and language therapy in 57% of areas.®

For more information, please contact: caroline.wright@rcslt.org
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